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Community reigns 
in the summer sun
IT may have been one of the hot-
test periods in the UK’s history, but 
Hillingdon residents remained cool 
enough to enjoy a wealth of major 
events. 

Meanwhile Brunel University of 
London marked its 60th anniversary 
and England’s footballers achieved 
an historic third place in the World 
Cup.

The borough hosted a number of 
popular celebrations during the sum-
mer, including the Hayes Canal Fes-
tival, Picnic in the Park and a Teddy 
bears picnic at Southlands Arts Cen-
tre.

Hillingdon Herald photographers 
went out and about around the area to 
capture images from these events for 
our special summer edition, and our 
reporters looked back on the history 
of Brunel since it opened in 1966. 

Meanwhile, a Herald team com-
piled a World Cup diary by joining 
fans in local pubs to watch England’s 
games. 

Editor Rachel Sharp said: “It didn’t 
quite come home for England’s foot-
ballers this time, but our fantastic lo-
cal community consistently showed 
us what a great home they have here in  
our borough.”
n See inside for pictures 
and stories capturing a 
summer to remember in 
Hillingdon

by STAFF REPORTER

Happy 60th Birthday to Brunel University 
See coverage inside celebrating six decades of teaching and learning

aa Special edition to mark Hillingdon shining in the heatwave

n Fun in the sun: From left clockwise, Mayor of Hillingdon Reeta Chamdal at the Mayor’s picnic held at the Closes 
Park; Patrons raising funds in style at a speakeasy-themed Casino night; Brunel students donning traditional mortar 
boards at summer graduation; Mother and son duo at Teddy bears’ picnic; Crowd cheering for England at Bar Italia                                                               	
						                                                                                                        Pictures by Herald team
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g Hillingdon residents attend screening of the People’s Emergency Briefing by Hillingdon Friends of the Earth �
� Picture: Jigyasa Singh 

g An evening of fashion and arts: Harrow, Richmond 
and Uxbridge college students show off their work at 
summer exhibition
                                                                 
                                                                   Picture: Jigyasa Singh

Summer fun 
in Hillingdon

g Back to the roaring twenties: community members enjoy a speakeasy-themed 
charity event and casino night to raise funds for local cause			 
                                                                                                                    Picture: Jigyasa Singh

g Berkshire Birds of Prey (CIC), delights Harmondsworth village with majestic Har-
ris hawk	                                                                                              Picture: Jigyasa Singh	
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g An afternoon to remember: Special guest performers celebrated the late  
Benjamin Zephaniah’s lasting influence on contemporary poetry and performance at 
Brunel University. From left: Joshua Castellino, Dean of College of Arts, Law and  
Social Sciences, novelist Monique Roffey, poet Ziba Karbassi, poet Henry Stone and 
Professor Daljit Nagra			                		            Picture: Deeya Kanabar

Music, painted faces and 
dance for canal festival

THE Hayes Canal Festival returned 
on Sunday, July 26. A fun family day 
out and an opportunity to bring the 
entire community together, the fes-
tival offered a variety of stalls, and 
activities such as singing, cultural 
dancing, face-painting, and learning 
about the importance of Hillingdon’s 
waterways. 

As well as this, the festival also 
aimed to raise awareness about 

health issues that are widely affecting  
Hillingdon residents, such as diabetes 
and heart disease, and how water-based 
activities on the canal, such as canoe-
ing, kayaking, and even taking a walk, 
can help to improve people’s physical 
and mental health.

David Brough, Chairman of the 
Hillingdon Canals Partnership, said: 
“Hillingdon has more miles of canal 
than any other London borough, but it 
is an under-used asset. 

“The Grand Union Canal passes 
through the centre of Hayes town, but 

its function, history and potential are 
largely unkown by the local popula-
tion. That is one of the main reasons 
why I started the Canal Festival in 
2014.”

Hillingdon is one of the most cul-
turally and ethnically diverse London 
boroughs, but the different communi-
ties have very little opportunity to mix 
together. 

Mr Brough added: “The festival 
provides a welcoming environment 
for people to rub shoulders with others 
from different backgrounds.”

by DEEYA KANABAR

g Only Happy Faces at Hayes Canal Festival. From left: Bassam Mahfouz, Ros 
Daniels, Mayor of Hillingdon Cllr Reeta Chamdal and David Brough    

Picture: Deeya Kanabar

g We Will Rock You: Young rock musicians, above,  
entertained residents at Uxbridge Live Music Festival 
on July 18. Below: Dressed in vibrant Brazillian carnival 
style, the stilt walker, below, became an instant  
favourite with kids 			              Picture: Jigyasa Singh 


